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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/22/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 1/22/2009 in which 
applicant amends claims 2, 3, 5-8 and responds to the claim rejections. Claims 2, 3, 5- 
8 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 3, 5-8 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,706 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3714 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Applicant claims the message output unit outputs the main and sub messages based 
upon a predetermined condition, wherein the sub message is arbitrary. The examiner 
does not understand how the sub message is arbitrary (i.e. chosen/selected by chance) 
while at the same time being predetermined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 2, 3, 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Uenishi et al (US 2003/001 3533 A1 ). 

Re claim 2. Uenishi et al disclose a message output device (Fig. 1) comprising: 
a battle control unit (CPU, 1) which controls a battle (i.e. baseball game) between 
characters belonging to opposing friend (self characters) and enemy sides (opponent 
characters) in a virtual space based on a predetermined instruction input (i.e. a battle or 
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baseball game is controlled using each player's game controllers to control each 
opposing friend and enemy side) [0034,, 0057]; 

a message storage unit (5, Fig. 2) which stores a plurality of main messages 
(512) matching progress statuses of the battle (i.e. broadcasting messages about the 
statuses of the baseball game or battle by the broadcaster), and a plurality of sub 
messages (51 1 ) matching winning and losing statuses of the friend and enemy sides 
(i.e. the audience's sound to indicate the winning and losing statues of the self and 
opponent characters, for example, the game can have the audience cheering for home 
team's advantage or booing for home team's disadvantage); 

a main message acquisition and sub message acquisition unit (i.e. voice 
processor, 1 1 ) which acquires a main message specified in accordance with a progress 
status of the battle (i.e. the broadcaster broadcasting the progression/status of the 
game) and detects winning and losing statuses of the friend and the enemy sides which 
change in accordance with a progress status of the battle at each predetermined timing, 
and acquires an arbitrary sub message matching the detected winning and losing 
statuses that are detected (i.e. the game can have audience cheering for home team's 
advantage or booing for home team's disadvantage) [0059, 0064-0065]; and 

a message output unit (speaker, 23) which outputs the main message that is 
acquired and the arbitrary sub message based on a predetermined condition, wherein 
the message output unit further comprises a retaining unit (i.e. buffer, 15) that at least 
temporarily retains the acquired sub message and the main message; 
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wherein a priority order is set for each main message and each sub message; 
and said message output unit outputs the main message that is acquired and the 
arbitrary sub message in an order based on the priority orders (i.e. the main message or 
broadcasting data has higher priority over the sub message or cheering data, so when 
the main message and sub message is to be output simultaneously, the volume of sub 
message is decreased to allow the main message to be heard; Abstract, [0006-0010]). 

Re claim 3. In a case where the main message and the arbitrary sub message 
are acquired at a same time, said message output unit outputs the main message 
preferentially (i.e. the main message or broadcasting data has higher priority over the 
sub message or cheering data, so when the main message and sub message is to be 
output simultaneously, the volume of sub message is decreased to allow the main 
message to be heard; Abstract, [0006-0010]). 

Re claim 5. A life duration time is set at least for each sub message; and said 
message output device further comprises a message deletion unit which deletes the 
retained acquired sub message, when a life duration time has passed from the retaining 
unit (Note: a buffer is a region of memory used to temporarily hold data while it is being 
moved from one place to another. Typically, the data is stored in a buffer as it is 
retrieved from an input device such as main memory, voice processor, 1 1 , or just before 
it is sent to an output device such speaker, 23). Each message has a life duration time 
during the buffering period. 

Re claim 6. Please refer to claims 2, 3 & 5 above. 
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Re claim 7. Uenishi et al discloses a message control method utilizing a 
message storage unit, where message storage unit said stores a plurality of main 
messages matching progress statuses of a battle and a plurality of sub messages 
matching winning and losing statuses as discussed above in claims 2, 3 & 5. 

Re claim 8. Uenishi et al discloses a computer-readable information recording 
medium storing a program for controlling a computer function as discussed above in 
claims 2, 3 & 5. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please see attached USPTO form PTO-892. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seng H. Lim whose telephone number is 571-270-3301. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00, Monday-Friday, alternate Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3714 

/Corbett Coburn/ 
Primary Examiner 
AU 3714 



